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The Task Group
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sSummary of Discussions

Acbroad range of issues and objectives was discussed
within the energy lopic, refllecting the wide-ranging
mambership of the Task Group and wide-ranging nature of
snergy as 3 topic, Same Task Group members did not
have specific expertise in the field of energy, bul as energy
users or Lthrough their roles wilhin the public, private and
waluntary sactors, all group members had something to
centribute and a means of directly influcncing energy in
Cheshire, The issues highlighted in the Cheshire Focal
Foinl un "Energy Balance' (1995) formed the starting paint
for the Group's discussions and many have besn carricd
farward

Energy overlaps with most of the ather fapic areas,
particularly transpaort and air. Therefore addressing the
issues of energy use in transportation and poor air quabty
Fas besn left largsly o the Task Groups working on these
lopiz areas. L nergy I8 a diverse and complicated issue.
Fesponsibility for energy generation, supply, regulation and
consumption iswidely dispersed between the Government
and ity gygencies, private companies, instibufions,
arganisations and individuals, making this topic difficult to
mangage.

I'he first key issue related to the rate of consumption of
finite encrgy resources and their efficient use. Methods of
redueing energy consumplion are Lo lessen damand by
ancouraging energy consardatian, for examples people
walking instead of using the car, to improve the efficiency
with which energy is used, fur example through using low
energy hghlbulbs or genaraling electricity through combined
heat and power schames and to increase the use of
renewable energy resources such as solar power.

The second issue explored tha local and glohal effects of
pellution resulting from the exploitation of energy resources.
The Group concentrated upon emissions fom power
slalions and industrial plants and specifically emissions of
sulphur diaxide, which s g cause of acid deposition. A
passible method of measuring the effects of such pollution
i5 1o monilor the variety/spraad of lichans thraughout the
County, as they are susceptible o specific pollutants and
hence can provide impoertant data as a pollution indicator

The thud 1ssue was the lack of an integrated natlonal energy
policy through which to tackle the first two issues.
Businesses, institutions, organisalions and individual

Tern Washhurn
Barry Redfearn
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Mulberry Homes

Sill Robinson Matienal Council of Civie Societios
Tracy Underweod Eco-Schueols (Harthill CP3)

Clir Gavid Palmer [ 6

Adrian Otsa Energy Manager GG

Facilitalors Sarah Barker/Simon Excel|
Environmental Flanning CCC

householders could benefit from innovative and pump
priming investment inifatives and from an integrated
approach at the national level to regulatory, fiscal and
advisnry measures on energy and related polioy areas such
astransport and educatian. This is per haps the greatest
constraint upon progress in reducing the environmental
impacts of enargy use by sociaty

Setting targels relavant to the objectives was difficult
because of the lack of available enargy data for Cheshie 4
significant affort was reguired to determing whers and how
useful data could be collacted before the targets could be
finalised. Some of the actions therefore relate to data
eolleclion  As ideas for targels and actions were developad,
it became clear to the Task Group that a more extansive
field of cocperation was needed to help wark towards thom
This, it was suggested, could be sncouragad through the
emergence of a labbying stralegy and thraugh a parknership
appreach involving all the key players: utilities local
authorities, majo: energy users, ot

Targets were prioritised on the basis of their potental to be
influenced, relevance, data availability, achievability,
contribulion towards sustainable development and medning
lo the residents of Cheshire. Two clear "favouriles'
emerged through a ranking exercise and they raflacted the
twio key concerns of the Task Group in its discussions: the
hesd Lo increass the chergy-eficiency of the existing
housing steck in Cheshire and the need to impress an the
younger generation the importance of using BRErgY wisely
These two needs should be assisted by current initiatives
the Home Enargy Conservation Act 1995 requires the
energy rating of houses hy lacal authorities, while the Eco-
Schools initiative invalves children in making deocisions
aboul enargy use In the running of their school. The targets
and actions build un these to make sure that thay are
supported (o give maximum benefit,

The Task Group selected five key targets and developed the
action plan in relation to thermn, There were also four other
loweer prierity targets and these should be reinstated in the
longer term. They relale to the number of houses in
Cheshire with an energy rating (NHER) of 10 ar mare, the
number of CHP schemes, the capacity of renewsable eregy
schemes and the distribution of certain types of lichen
Thesewill be kepl undar revisw,



Energy

The Issues

151 Rale of consumption of
finite energy resources, and
the effizient use of them

152 Local and global effects of 153 Lack of integrated national
pallution resulting from chnergy pelicy and effect on
explaitation of enargy Incal industry and
resources. COImerce.

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T1a increase proparfion of
existing housing stock with
ehergy rating above 6 to 20%
by 2000, 50% by 2010

Establish base data in parthership with District Councils through such software as
MHER's ‘Stockprafiler and refine the targat

Tl Each household to abtain ons
addilional energy-saving
lightbulb each year up to
2000

Tz RHeduce authonised 80,
emissions from Fiddler's
Ierry power station by 2450
by 2005, while maintaining =
constant capacity of
2O00MY.

Establish a sample of 1,000 houscholds' electricity and gas consurmption
invalving MAMWI B and British Gas or through Glohal Action Plan,

| Bevalop through partnership exemplar schemes to demaonstrate measures being

developed to mprove energy efficiency and censervation. Look nto " Thermig” to
devvelop g retrofit schemefeco house.

A mobile energy exhibition targeted at the general public to tour Cheshire.

Develop a momtonng system for the take-up of energy-saving lightbulbs through
approved providers, random sample, electoral register or electricity bill, ete

Monitor through Ervironment Agency. Investigate targets for ather major
producers of 30, in Cheshire and incorporate therm in the targst

T3a 70 arganisafions in Cheshire
Lo have made a corparate
cammitment to energy
efficiancy or be pursding an
enargy-saving poelicy by 2010

Tab  Suppeort the energy element
in b oo-Sehoals:

12 schools in 1906
24 schools in 1887
200 schoals by 2000

Carry out a sample survey of those businesses, instilulions and community
huildings which have an enargy policy/manager, Monitor increase in comparies
making a corporate commutment

Dryamse serminars for schools on anergy aspacts of Feo-Schools Publicise
those schoaols taking part to raise the profile of Eco-Schools, Consider an Exo-
aohonls newsletter or regular section in the LAZ21 newsletier.

In every school, identify one teacher who is willing to to act as environmental co-
ardinater and a governor who will take responsibility for energy in the schaool,

Manitar the number of children who are in, or have been a part of an, Eco-Schogl.

Encourage electronic links between schools to enable the sxchange of energy-
saving ideas




Energy

The Objectives

DBEla To improve energy
conservation and elficiency
in electricity generation,
mansfacturing, huildings
and transport,

vehicles,

To merease the use of
renewable energy resources,

TB1b

To reduce emissions of
pollutants from power
stations, builldings and

2B3 Tomcrease
awarenessfeltactiveness
and availability of advice {u
busineszez and residents
on ehergy issuss.

' Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Increase awaranass of homabuyers, architects, builders ete,
regarding the importance of ensrgy-efficient homes and the
MHER schemea

Istablish a partnarship approach amongst agencies and
industry in Cheshire to develop shared saving schemes and
ofher financing initiatives.

Extend system if effective to othor energy-saving appliances

Muonilor at S-yearly intervals (200020200 Cheshire's
housing stock profile

Manitar thraugh Ervironment Agency.

Increase awareness of MACC (andfor similar schames)
highlighting benefits, particularly to small and medium sized
hiznessas,

Manitor trends in emissions against measurcmenls of
acid depostion in the UK,

Bonitor number of arganisations.

Aszsess success of 8 possible autumn 1997 seminar far schools
and re-run it in subseguent years if considered worthwhile
Confinue publicity campaign for ensergy awareness through Eco-
Schouls. Use exhibilion spaces available eg Woodford Lodge
to publicise action taken in schools,

Help schools maintain their improved enargy
perfarmance and Eco-Schoal status in the leng term
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The Sustainability Indicators

MDY Energy consumption (electricity and gas)
per househald/company, including
proportions wilh basic insulation,
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WASTE

The Task Group
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Summary of Discussions

TheWaste Task Group is composed of peaple who
represent their erganisations in a very committed,
enthusiastic and posilive manner leading to full debates on
the various issiles. There is nn shortage of targets for
manading waste, particularly relevant are those set in the
Government's White Paper "Making Waste \Work"
(Cecember 1995) and the Cheshire Wasle Management
Flan {March 1928)

In some ways this did not make the Sroup's work any sasie
and there were lively discussions about the realism of
stricter targets, Lhe respective roles and responsibilities of
collection and dizsposal authorifies, the need for individual
actions at home and work and the ability of the Group to be
truly influential

Cheshire's position adjacent to the conurbations of
Merseyside and Sreater Manchester has resulted in it being
g recipient of waste from neighbouwing areas. These waste
mparts are using up axisting landfill capacity at a rapid rate,
This is of particular concern to the Group.

The Task Group endorsed the "Wasle Higrarchy Reduction,
RFe-use, Recovery [recycling, camposting, energy recovery],
and final Disposal. The Packaging Directive should help to
cut back on the amount of waste produced, particularly
whera it 15 for cosmeho'markating purposes rather than
safety reascns, Envirenmental auditing of business
operations should identify the financial and envirenmendal
costs of then waste, and highligh! areas where action could
Bataken to minimise its production.

The landfill tax should encourage the move away from
straightforvard disposal io landfill to other methads of
recyeling and energy recovery.

It is worth defining the various types of waste for which
targets have been set;

Ceneral Wastea: Mainly factory waste - off-cuts, rejects,
packading, serap metal, paper, plastics
and putrescibles, Also includes
significant elerment of commercial waste
fram affice and shops - paper
packaging.
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Censtruction and  Road planings, sail {some
NDemalition Wasta conlaminated), timber, giass. bricks,
metal and congrete,
Municipal Waste:  Parks and gardans waste: road
sweepings, gully cleaning, soms
alemeant of commearcial wasle,
household wasles and trade waste
Household Waste. Packaging. glass, tins, food: garden,
garage and DIY waste
Crrganic Wasta: Mainly food and garden wastes, Waste
paper 15 alse suitable for compuosting,

Bulk industrial waste produced by the chamical industry and
the power generating scctor is either disposed of to lagoons
orto borehales, The volume of waste requiring disposal ta
lagoons or boreholes has decreased by §5% and by GR%
respectively since 1979, Any potential for further waste
rmunimisation is limited. This waste was not therefore
considered by the Task Group in the first phase of work,

Other types of waste that have not hean considercd at (s
stage include: agricullural wastes, canal dredgings, chnical
waste, sewage sludge, mines and quarry waste

Mote was made of the various re-cycling schemes for
househaold waste in different parts of the counly and the
significant armount of work already underway  The wariety of
schemes can make it difficult to gel 8 comprahensive
reliable indicator of the amount of household wasle
recycled,

Education, in its broadest senze, was seen as the ey lo
reducing the amount of waste praduced and in lhe manner
of its dispesal  Providing information, advies, publicising
good practice - and the effects of poar practice - were
considered necessary at all levels fram individuals and
schools to major companies. Green Business Clubs, Waste
Walch Groups, Junior Reeyeling Clubs and "roadshows”
can all be Useful ways of getting messages across.

Discussivns in the Task Group established the need for
better information systems, in soma cases cambining dala
from different agencies to give a comprehensive pictura and
to make the data mare widely available. This is reflacted in
aclions already being carried foraward,



Waste

The Issues

151 Mesd Lo minemise wasles tom
all zectors of industry,
commearcs and households,

152

Lincartain future waste I53
disposal/management

capacity due 1o high levels of

imporls.

Haow to reduce the amaount of
waste being disposed of to
landfill.

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T Redues lhe amount of general
wagte disposed of to landfill pa
by T5% by 2001 and 40% by
2005,

Improve data on waste minimisation, re-use and recaovery

TE Feoyole 20% of general waste
pa by 2007, 25% by 2004,

Eslablish a network for promoting waste minimisation in industny and commearee,

T3 Faeduce amuount of consbiuction
and demohtion wasie disposed
of to landfill by A0% pa by 2005,

T4 25% of houschold waste to be
recyiled or composted by end
March 2000,

15 40% of municipal wasle to be
racnverad sach yaar by 2005

Te 40,000 tonnes of organic waste
(o be composted by 2001,
O fonnes by 2
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Waste

The Objectives

CB1 To pursue the waste hierarchy
of reduction, re-use, recovery
(recyching, composting and

energy recovery) and disposal

B2

To ensure an integrated and
adequale range of facilities
are provided to freat and
dispose of Cheshire's waste
a5 close as possible to ils

QB3 To pursue best practice and
ensure waste managemesnt
activities cause no harm Lo the
etvironment or risk to human
hiealth.

SOuUrce,

Medium Term Actions {(before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

| et targets for waste mimmisalion in industry and commaraes,
| and review all targets for waste reusea, recovery and final
disposal

Review all targets.

Campamgns ‘Hecychng by Design’, ‘Buy Green’, 'Buy Recyeled’

and Waste Watch'

Establish Environmeantal fward Schame far best practice ar
innovative projects,

Apenda 21 mohile gxhibition o visit business clubs, Business
Link, Chambers of Commeree, Shows and Events.

facire home composting schemeas n 0% ot houses with
gardens,

Encourage more local “wasle walch' intliatives.

Establish a housshold waste recyeling facility in esah
parishfward




Waste

The Sustainability Indicators

Waste Produced and Deposited
in Cheshire 1992/93

2008

B vasta Depositad in Cheshire
] wWaste Produced in Cheshire

MO Thie amcun! ol wasle arising and disposed of
annually in Cheshire by lype, meathod and L
SOUNGE

1508

100k -

Ton e s pir year (000's)

G0

IMOZ  The amount of waste recovered and racyaled
annually from general industrial waste
fincluding construction and demaolition) and
commercial waste.

Household Waste Recycled by
all Organisations 1993/94

[MO¥Ea Average amount of household waste recycled

100000
per hausehald by district and by county

RO
(ool : |

4000

NN

INC3n Amount of waste recyeled per household as a
percantage of tolal household waste arising by
district and by county.
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The Task Group

Hilary Blumer Task Group Chairman
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Summary of Discussions

Fhe Air Task Graup is small in siza but high an quality and
brings together debate from differant perspectives,

Underpinning all of the worl in the Task Group are two
common themes Firstly, tha current state of knowledge
about the causes and effect of air pollutants and their
relationship to human health is not well understood. The
Group is keen to promole betler underslanding aboud the
currant state of knowdedge Secondly, the ability to do this
aven in the short term by promoting greater co-operation
between the multitude of agencies who hold some of the
preces of the jigsaw relating (o air quality. There is a
recognised need to work more in partnership in order fo
produce hatter infarmation

Even thowgh our state of Khowledge is incomplele, the
Group balisves much can be done at local level to stimulate
public debate about the issues. [ is hoping to produce a
user-friendly report on a regular basis which pulls together
dalz hom vanous agencies and lo present iLin such a way
that engenders informad public dekata

Wihilst most discussion, naturally enough, cenlres around
lhe external air quality, arr quality in buldings - at home, at
wark, at schoal - is also important. Maost of us spend more
time indoors than cutside and the quality of that
sivironment should be of voncern il we are lo be able to
maintain a healthy life

Having et challenging but achievable targets, the lask
Croup found that dala is noel available for all tha things felt
tn be particularly critical. As an example, the target to
reduce breaches in emissions from vehicles by a
percentage sach year cannot be measured by failures in
MO tests caysed hy breaches in emissions. That
infarmation s not readily available.

lhere are strong links bebween air quality and fransport and
energy use. Popularly, the incidence between asthma,
particularky in children, and traffic fumes has been widely
Inked in the media. Indesd, "Don't Choke Cheshirg” is the
singan for TravelWise accompanied by a picture of 3 child
using an inhaler. The Task Sroup has expressed its desire
for an audit to be conducted by the Eco-Audit Task Group of
amizsions fram buses used to fransport children {o and
fram school, Complaints are received from local people
about eimissions rom engines thal are lefl running far lang
pariods,
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Facilitator: Geodf Corker

Environmental Flanning CCC

Environmenl has now moved to cenlre stage in the
CGovernment's Health of the Mation strateqy as a sixth key
area The Depatment of Health has announced a resesch
programme to address the effects of air pollulants an
health, especially respiratory disease.

In addition, the high profile pubhcity given to the launch of
the MNational Air Quality Strategy places additional duties on
local government - byt without Colrgsponding resolrces,
Huweever, the Group is pleased lo note the increasing
impartance placed on ail yuality and health and its key
place in the ervironment



Air

The Issues

ot

Inadeguate @ir monitoring.

152 Impact of air quality, including 22 Atmospheric pollution due to;
road vehicles, emissions from
heavy industry and power

amells, an heallh in the
internal and axternal

environment, stations, emissions from
domestic sources,

Targets

T1

Short Term Actions (1997)

Produce a st annual report of
ail guality information far
Cheshire by September 1997

Gather data, edit and produce a user-friendly report with data on 200 and NOx for

annual reporl

Ellesmere Port air monitaring station up and running to augment those in

Funcorn and Widnes,

Ciather data an asthma prevalence and smoking by electoral ward tor annual

Fepart.

Ciblain data on lichens as an gualily indicalors

Fermowve al leasl ong idenlified
gap each yaar 0 air monitaring
network,

Reduce number of days with
less than “very good” air quaiity
by art least 50%: by 2000,

(Eascline 1886 20 daysiyear),

Reducs breaches in emissicns
from industnal processes by 5%
per y2ar, Reduce breaches in
emissions from vehicles by 0%
Par yeam

Gireater publicity tor “Smeky Diesals Hotling”

Encourage LA's to adopt powers to monitar vehicle emissions,

Reducs the pravalence of
cigaretie smoking in men and
woinen aged 16 and over to no
rmcre than 20% by the year 2000
(1880 lavals 31% and 20%
respectively).

Lisoourage smoking
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Air

The Objectives

OB1a  To impreve monitoring of air QB2a
quality.

OETh  To achieve better exchange
of good quality data between OEZ2b
agencies and lhe public in
crder to inform debate and
make comparisons
meaningful,

Ta achieve "very good' ai| OB3 To minimise emissions of

quality at all times. "Using paliutants,
CoE air quality standards”.

To minimise adverse
impacts of air pollulants on
human health and the
erviranmeant;

' Medium Term Actions (before 2000) Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Haview usafulness of annual réport and medify as public's
perceptions, demands and air quality issues changs

information.

ldentify and install other stations to improvement menitoring,

Widsr user of NOx ditusion tubes
Incresse real time monitoring of GO oand MNOx

Address internal air quality

amissinns,

Develop ar qualty management strategy.

(less poellution and cost saving),

Campaign for ketter monitoring of and reductions in vehicle

Increase awareness of benefils of regular sanvicing of vehicles

Achieve targeted reduction in smaking,

Smoking tv be bannad in all public places

Cantinue review of air quality indicators and Update
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Air

The Sustainability Indicators

Recorded Levels of Nitrogen Oxides,
Ellesmere Port, Sept 1996

INDT  Recorded levels of selected pollutants — ;
{50, NO,, PM10/smoke and 0.). 2 '
2 II?II_ s | i
T T
\ 4 i i -
e Iy ol Ll 0 RO
oy "| l Il [ .'r | J'I ! |r.
i | | I II - II II|l .I"' |II II/\ 4 II|'II
B l.l .\\JI : L-\_,I L z
'JI.' ~ & A 1] 157 o =
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LAND

The Task Group

John Gitlins Task Group Chairman

Cheshire Landscape Trust
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Edwina Qldharm
Arthur Wond

Janette Findley

dohn Thampson

Mational Farmers Union
Cheshire Federation of YW
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Envirgnment Agency

Summary of Discussions

Twn main aspacts have dominated discussians: firstly, how
realistic it is to expect more urban development to take
place on re-used or reclaimed land in Cheshire rather than
an "greenfield” sites; and, secondly, how "extensive” farming
practices can ba encouraged except through EU agricultural
policies,

[he Task GGroup agreed thal housing neads should be met,
that houses should be affordable and that the desire to save
the countryside should be neither at the expense of
increassing huomelessness nor of "lown cramming”, Better
design of housing, making better and moere efficient use of
land and buildings and an increase in densities could all
reduce pressure on the countryside without leading to a luss
of guality in urban living. Indeed, there would be bensfits 1in
reducing the nead to traval 5o much, particularly commuting
long distances tawaork, and concentrating on re-using urban
fand would be more sustainable over the short and long
term

It was recognised that the development of "brownficld" or
proviously develeped urban sites may not be
straighliornward. Such sites oflen have their problems; that
imwhy sama have been left vacant and derelict for many
yaars, |t will often require positive help from Sovernment to
reclaim difficult sites and remove eyvesores. IF there s not
grant aid monay “up front” the market alona may not be
sufficient to make develapment viahle,

MNeveltheless, the objective of minimising he use of the
nountryside for new development was endorsed and dus
recognition also given to the importance of trecs and open
space in urban areas - as visual "breathing space”, wildlife
nabitats and community amenily areas. It 1s important that
nat only ars such features not eradicated by the desire fo
concentrate development inthe urban framework but that
apportunities are sought to protect and improve their vakue

Major propasals for development are currently assessed for
their impact on the envirenment bul nel on human health
With increasing emphasis on “prevention rather than cures",
widening the criteria for assessing the impacts of
development to incorporate health was felt lo be a step
forward but one which might take several years to achisve,

The notion of "setting-aside” areas of farmland and more
intensively farming the remamdear was not considered
desirabls, Although set-aside is not a major problem in
Cheshire, bringing all farmland under good husbandry and
adepting environmentally-triendly farming practices was the
favoured option. Naot only would this keep the land In good
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HSue Ellerby Soith Cheshire Health Authaority
Charles Burchell Churches Together

Clir David Lloyd-Ciriffiths  SCC

Gareth Ellis Frincipal Engineer GO0
Facilitator: Rosernary Wilhams
Environmaental Planning CCC

heart withaut the need for polluting use of fertilisers,
herbicides or pesticides, il would enable the distinelive
pastoral landscape of Cheshire to be well maintained and
improved and a sustainable farming pattamn to be
pslablished  The problem is how to achisve this if not
supported by European agncultural palicies, Campaigns,
madel farms, information on grants and supporting advice
tappuar to be the best way forward in lhe short to rmadiom
2T

Actions to manage and increase woodland, replace hedges
an_d hedgerow trees and protect ponds wera agraed and
bring logether a number of initialives and link closcly to the
Wildlife Group's aims. They include schemes invalving
agencies from small communities to the Forestry Autharity,
The best example, and a mode! to be developed elsewhere,
is Lhe Marsey Farest project where clear targets, set in the
framework of & masterplan, are being achieved.

The Land tepie, maore than any of the other subjects has
sbiong connections to Develupment Plans. The principles of
sustainable development have to be incorporated in the
emerging Structure Plan (Cheshire 2071} al the County
level and subsaquently in Local Plans. Targats set have tu
be complementary

Whilst many of the land use issues debatad have to Have
the corract palicy context set al European, national or lucal
government levels, the actions have to be "grounded” in
local communities, through farmers, schools, Women's
Institutes, Churches or Parish Councils. The Task Group
recogmsad both the challenge and apportunities ahead 1t
mesf te have Quality of Enviranment set alongside Cluality
of Life,

Ihe Task Group has considerad which targets are the key
ones and have to be tackled first. Using less countryside far
urban development with at least hall of new houses being
built an re-used sites and buildings (T1] was regarded as
top priority, Supperting this target is derelict land
reclamation (T2). Acting now to prolect, improve and enrich
lhe landscape (T4) was something that can be underiaken
by many partners and has strong community suppaort.
Adopting "smaronmentally-friendly” farming practices [T3)
was racognised as nocessary for long-term sustainabilily.

Targets which cannot be progressed immediately will not be
overloaked but may need a lunger lead-in time befors
actions can be started. Thasa will be kept under review
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The Issues

21 The urbanpisation of Cheshire
through the use of "greenfiold”
land for developmenl.

32 The capacity for re-use of
derelict or contarminaled land,
wacant or previously developed

53 Agricultural practices and 135
sustainable food produciion.

"Town cramming” and

traes 1N urban areas
IS4 Pressures on traditional
landscape features such as £=1s]
hedges, hedgerow trees and
ponds; 1.2 million frees over

The impact of land use on
human health

sites for fulure development mature,

PUlposes,
Targets Short Term Actions (1997)
11 Iransfer of rural land te urban

land usaes not to excead 0.05%
pa on average to 2011 {reducing
from 0.073% pa) with at least

A0 of new homes to ba bt on
re-lised sifes or huildings by
20045,

Revized Structure Plan [Cheshire 2011) to ensure preference s given to re-use of

presviously developed and vacant land and buildings.

Eslablish more detailed momtornng system in Cheshire for land use changa

T2 Reduse the total amount of
derelict land by al legst 50% by
20717 {from 1,611ha in THE3)

T3 Treble the number of farms in
Countryside Slowardship
schemes by 2000 (115 by
1585); snoourage extansive
farming practices and reduce
amount of set-aside land by al
least bl by 200 (from
3.800ha in 1884),

T4y Daouble the area of waodland by
20711 {from 8,800ha in 1982),
and the area of managed
wondland

Frepare Local Authorilies’ programme and ds tor reclamation of 225ha of
darelict land over next 5 years and secura funding

importance of open space and

Campaigns to

- encourage farmers to fake part in Countryside Stewardship and similar
schermes,

- promote and market lecally produced foods, eg through establishment of
Farmers Markets,

= work with MARE, Enviranment Agency and Chashire FWAG to co-ardinate
and increase practical advice and support.

Co-ordinate and promote information and advics on granl aid schemes Tor
wouodland planting.

Set up systern to identify andowners willing to establish nesw woodlands and
promote planting schemes.

Support Mersey Forest project to achiove target of average 244 hafyear
throughout forest area.

Identify priority planting areas with Forestry Authority and other partners.

atructure Plan palicies to support woodland creation,

21

I |



Land

The Objectives

BT To minimise the use of OB Toacheve sn agricuttural
greenfield land for development industry which incorporates 0BS5S  To take upportunities ta
LI PSS good practice in animal and idenlify, retain and Increase
_ crop husbandry and produces "graenspace’ in urban areas
B2 Toincrease the numberfsize of the amount and quality of
land reclamation schemes and lood required OBA To ensure considaration s
lo makea the besl use of theze given ta health mpacts of
hrowenfield siter for new OB4 To refaln, renew-and increase propasals for fmajur
devielaprment the hedge, hedgarow tree, developmenls

copse and ponds [andscapes

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Local Plans’ polices and proposals (o comply with targets over
County as a whole; monitor ability to continue to mect targets

Agssess and monilon scope of brownlield sies 1o deliver a
cummaicially viable option oo development

| Setup register of derelict, vacant and remediated siles and
buildings with mformation on location, size, known candition
and loimer uses

Caounty Smallhoaldings Estate 1o undertake and promote best
practice on Integrating farming, woeodland and environmeantal
ainvs,

Promote | EAF (Linking Ervironment and Farming) and EWAGS

{Farming and Wildlife Action Growp) through Cheshire Farms
Award,

Start woodland planling on basis of agreed strateqy
Support and promote management of woodiznds,

Develop | oeal Community Weoodland Initiatives with Borough
Colncils,

Fromota the nse of local sustamah!y Grenwn timber,

Re-assess availabllity of brownlield sites and review
targat accordingly

Monitar area of land re used for development

Monitor progress and review

Kaview targets according ta EL agricultural pohcies

Menitor progress and review taigets re position on:

- granis
- taxation
- value of ather Uses of land

22
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Land

Targets Short Term Actions (1997)
T4 Replace hedgercwindiadual Support Cheshire Srehard Project to;
trass at rate of 80,000pa to
2005; renew and replace - onserve existing archards

hedgerows; and retain all critical = oraate community orchards
pond cluslers identified in Pond
| ife Project Local authority/privately owned siles Lo be dentifiad where environmental
improvements can be carried out,

Hedgerow planting to be undertaken through Parish Hedgerow Project,
Countryside Stewardship Scheme Mersey Forast praject, Landscape
Conservation Grants and Hedgeraw Cak Grants,

Farish Tree Wardens to munilor tree health, numbars and type in selected areas,

Land usa and landscape surveys in selected areas to be carried vul by schools
and Wls; repeated every & years,

Fromote Mond Life Project amaong farmers to improve care and managemeant of
ponds,

To Al leasl actueve the NPEA farget | Promoete and publicise the Countryside Commission’s "Millannium Greens”
nf 2 Aha of npen space per project.
thousand population by 2011,
County Structure Flan to include policy on open space requirements

I P4% of proposals subject ta ELA Set up system for assessing health impact of selectad types of developrment and
tn have health impact analysis raise awareness ot issues
oy 20045,
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Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Create at least 20 cammunity/naighbourhood archards in towns
akd vilages,

Flanting and landscaping to be camed out withiby local
camimunities on sites identifiad; in appropriate cases to be
leased fo Parish Souncils, schools or community groups,

rae planting scheme across Cheshire with new native tress
plarted in every Parish and Town,

| Organise Lies planting events through local groups and
chirches

Idantify at least 2-3 sitas for "Millennium Grasns” and secure
their implementation,

levelnp data hasa ot opan spaces (iIn wrban dreas) and
particular uses:

Local Mans 1o set standards of open space for their areas and
put fanward proposals to remady any deficiancies

Land use palicies and major proposals fo be assessed on
environmental and health impacts and to show best practicabie
opion

Flanting and mamtenance of landscape buffers, wittin
and at edge of new developments to inwease urban tres
cover and wildlife habitats and soflen edge in rural
loeations,

Momitar and review treefhedge planting rates

Sontinue to improve value of apen spaces for visual
wildlife and community Lses.
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The Sustainability Indicators

Land Used for Urban Development (haclares)

350 "
INDt The amount of land used annually for urban — - Bxurman
devalopment (1) agriculbural and other ural B T
landd and (i) existing urban and vacant land T '
5 y o Allital
A0 ETHl
150
TE0
S
" ¥ 1 1 1 I

IMDZ he total amount of derelicl land; area
Justitying rectamation and actual area
brreught inde baneficial osa,

15351955 1928 1989 19001 9% |

Countryside Stewardship Agreemants in

Cheshire
|
IND2E (i Livestock densities per heclare;
(i) amaount of ‘set-aside’ land; (i) farms in
Coauntryside Stewardship and similar
aEnemes. |
t
24
E LSS i i 1 1 1

1991 92 9% wer 85

Woodland Planting 1995/36

Iha T Rlprsay Tarast ITrasnee pernd - st
MG Plantmg carriad ool or grant aided by g Pt R k) Pl Ut
local authoritias, wondland planting grant
P f = : i e =4 bl Fuosley Auhiunly giants o by e
airfed hy Fi ’TEley -":""_Jthr-” il-','l" d”'r\-i MaFF i . n.;h,rl:a;. 4aha, mls'u'u Fermay foves
Mersay Forest planting rates; () Pond Life i
Frodeal rasulis,
1
" Sewsee The Fmectry Suthoniy,
u Thier Blersiey Funest Busmess Flan 1662010

MOE Community surveys of land use and
landscape change {including open space,
hedgeas, trees and ponds) in sample urban
and rural areas,

IMOGE The praporbien of major proposals that
have undergone health impact analysis as
well as EiA
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WILDLIFE

The Task Group

Task Group Chairman
Cheshire Nature Sonservation Forum
Cheshire Wildlilfe Trust

Chris Mahon

Len Johnason

Pam Malan Enviranmeant Agancy
Maureen Walmsley  Cheshire Federation of W)
lm Melling RZFE

English Mature

Den Grimsditch Churches Tagether
Mike Wellman Cheshire Constabulary
CHr Jim Humphreys  CCC

Caolin Hayes

Summary of Discussions

The Wildlife Task Group has itself evolved during 1996 in
an attermpt to complemenl the already established
professional role of the Cheshira Mature Consarvabon
Forum, In the spirit of Agenda 21 the group has deliberately
tried to select information which will be of wide community
intarest and has benefted greatly from the advice provided
by different cammunity representatives. This has ensured
the inclusion of animal welfare issues,

Ihe momentum provided by three key elements has been of
particular help in creating a sanse of achievement in this
first round of discussions. These ars:

+  The tirst edition of 2 Cheshire Biodiversity Audil
prepared during 1986 by Cheshire Wildlife Trust in
cooperation with key organisations and county
recorders. This is significant progress building on
garlier racords and publications for individual groups of
anirnals and plants. The audit provides a statement of
our present collective knowledge of species and
habitals in the viee county’ of Cheshire which
incorperates the 1974-1998 administrative County and
Wirral. The audit also provides an evaluation of which
species and habitats require intervention if they are to
he sustamned in lhe localily.

+  Biodiversity Action Plans for individual habitats and
species are baing developed nationally, regicnally and
Incally to counter species loss. In Cheshire the
approgch is being taken forward in three stages;
preparing draft Biodiversity Action Plans based upon
information gleaned from the Biodrsarsity Auoit;
identifying key players ahle to take positive action and
develop each Biodiversity Action Plan in line with
national guidanece; implementation and review in the
pericd Lpto 2020,

*  The first phase of lhe Cheshire ECOnel project
undertaken by the County Council Environmental
Planning Service In partnership with the University of
Salford  This invoelves developing GIS dats o promole
the evolution of a sustainable natwork of hahitats and
counter the now protracted peried of habitat decline and
fragmenlation. The project builds upon the preliminary
habitat survey data held since 1584 adding maore recent
and comprehensive habitat inventories, This will
supplement our present khowledges of some 55 Siles of
Special Scientific Interast for nature cansarvation and
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Kay Seorge Eoo-Schanls

Helen Coe British Association of Shoohing and
Conservalion

lan Marshall Mature Conservation Officer CCC

For infermation/liaison with district programmes:

Jo Ehillips WVale Roval Borough Couneil
David Bell Warrington Borough Council
Facilitator: Joan Fairhurst

Environmental Planning CCC

sutne 4/l Gites of Bialogical Impoilance to establish
cora areas, nature restoration areas, buffer zones and
wildlife coridors/siepping stnnes,

Considerable discussion has taken place choosing specias
suitabla far community recording. Some threatenad species
require undisturbed habilal and others are so abscure that
they are unlikely to capture public interest, The final choice
seems justified by the level of cross-matching with the list of
natienally important species in the LIS Bicdivarsity Steering
Group Report, It was also agread that the species invalved
might changs over time

The use of the term biodiversily, which has come fram the
international agreement made at the Ria Earth Summil, and
the new phase of jargon associated with Biodiversity Action
Pizns has proved partticularly daunting. Wea hope that the
involvement of individual organisations as champions of
particular habitals and species will help to break down this
specialisl barner Randiversity embraces the whole vanety of
life- an Larth encompassing not just nature conservatian but
also cancerns raised for rare breeds and the gene pool of
domesticated species

As yet our attention has fucused upon Cheshire's fauna znd
flara without considering our impact on habitats and species
elsewhere on the planet. In future we will collaborate with
Mese Botanic Gardens and Chester Zoo which has an
established breeding programme for a number of species
some of which are on hold pending more secure conditions
in their natural habitat, In ‘thinking globally and acting
locally’ we are only just embarking on our agenda for Lhe
21st century.

The vision statement provided by the Sustainable Cheshire
Forum has encouraged the Wildlife Task Group lo
recognise how much more can be achieved by craating
attractive habitats for people and wildlife in both cxisting
and new development This is one of a number of links with

the work of the Land Task Group which will desarve further
considaration.

The 1996 Sustamnahle Cheshire Forum sees the
developmeant of a sustainable network of habitats as the top
priority for wildlife The Wildlife Task Graup has identified a
number of targets and actions which should help the
Cheshire FCOnet and Blodiversity Action Flanning hecame
a reality.
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The Issues

152

The reduction and
fragrmentation of wildlife
hiakitats.

Concearn for the wiabihiby and
well belng of spacies
populations,

153 The impact of intensified
land use and development
an animals and plants,

154 The increasing separalion
between peaple and wildlifa

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T1

T2

Td

Prepare and update a
Biodiversity Audit far Cheshire,

B Fust edibon completsd fo
the Vice-County in THEEG

Establish Biodiversity Action
Flans [(BAPS) for key habitats by
end of 1987, complsmenting
natinnal and ragional targats

ME: Draft BAPs have been
prepared in 1996 for.
peatland, heathland, ancient
woodland; recdbeds, meres.

Establish Biodiversity Action
Flans for Lhe 100 most
threatened Cheshire species by
2000, complementing national
and regiunal largsts.,

ME: Diraft BAPs have been
prepared in 1298 for 28 species.

cttor; Gheshire reptiles(4); water
vole, Cheshire bog spiders(3);
darmolsa; white-clawed
crayfish, Cheshire bats(9); dingy
skipper buttefly, brown hars,
small pearl-bordred fritillary
butterfly, barn awl, white |etter
hair streak butterfly;
black-necked grebe; while-laced
darter dragonily; farmland
birdsi10% black poplar; great
crested newl, bog rosemary,
palmate newt,

To have all Cheshire 33315
under positive management by
2000 and the majority of
designated County Sites of
Biological Importance by 2020,

ldentify the leading contributors and prepare draft Biodivarsity Action Plans {o)
key habitats in Sheshire;

ponds; fen; grazing marsh; cereal field marging, rich hedgerows, saling lagoons,
Werges, Unimproved grass land, new development

Frogress the drall Biodiversity Action Plans by working with relevant partners for;

peatland; heath land; ancient woodland; reedheds, meres.

[dentify and prioritise the 100 most threatened species in Cheshire, and &
selection of community indicator species.

Establish the leading players in preparing species Action Plans and progress
prictily species BAMs,

Have site management statements agreed with landownersimanagers for
internationally important sites in Cheshire and 50 sites of County importance.
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The Objectives

S1Eh| To improve our knowledge OE3
and undarstanding of
biodiversity in Cheshire

a1k Te care for and enrich the
charactaristic biodiversily in
Cheshire.

Ta maintaln and restore
ecological processes suross
the county while providing
sufficient scape for
appropriate economic and
agricultural development

B4

Increase appropriats
cpportunities tor the
interaction hetween peopla
and wildlife to encourage
respect for the well-being of
the natural environmant

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions {(by 2020)

Implement and review the priority BAPs for Cheshire species.

Complate site management statements for S350 without
exjsting management agreements and 100 sites of Counly

impartance,

Implement and review BAPS tor pniority Chashire habitats

Maintain an annual monitaring and review mechanism
| for Cheshire habitat and species BaPs

Maintain an annual monitoring and review mechanism
for Cheshire 55515 and SBls.
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Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

TS

TE

Ta

Create a sustainable network of
habitats Aand specias in
parinership with landowners and
agencies across Cheshire by
2020,

Hawe aclive comrmuanity
invabsament inowildlife recording
by 2000,

Double the number of Local
Mature Heserves in Cheshire to
20 by 2000,

Evary school to have access ta
a wildlife area by 2000,

Establish good practice in urban
design by 2020

Resource the development of Cheshire ECOnet beyond 1997 and establish a
Cheshire ECO!GIE users forum with partner organisations.

Promate the 12 selected species as community indicators by

seeking community champions; providing a series of postcards for recording
ohsarvations; featuring in a 1998 calendar; Internet; exhibition at focused ovents.

Idaniify potential sites for Local Mature Reserve Status,

[dentify which schools do not have access to a wildlife area. A WATCH group. a
local ranger service, or equivalent.

| ldentify goed practice in urban design,
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Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Integration of ECCOinet and Biodiversity Action Planning {BAPs)
in pranning for sustainable development

Utilise Cheshire ECOnel and Biodiversity Audit to idantify
gains and losses

Ensure thal Sustainakility Indicators are usad to inform the
avolution of planning policy and development control.

Declare af least 10 new LNRES in Cheshire in collaboration with
District Councils.

Friertise supporl lo schools which are under-resourced

Promote good practice in urban design.

| daesign

Incorporate standards lor scolegically aware urban
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The Sustainability Indicators

M

IMNC2a

WDk

IMO2c

IS

IND4

The extant of selected charactenstic
Cheshire habitats:

wandland: peatland; heathland; meaadows
and pastures; ponds; semi-natural waler
cnurses; hedgerows, verges,
urbanfindustrial.

FProportion of UK species in Cheshire in
selected groups:

mammals; brds; repliles, amphibia; fresh
water fish; nsecls; other invertebrates,
flowenng plants, farna: fungi; lichens,
MOSsEs,

Fropartion of Cheshire species populalions
which are threatened in selected groups

marnmals: birds: reptiles; fish; amphibia,
hustteflics: dragonflies and damselflies;
flowering planis.

The status of nationally important species
i Cheshire.

Chashire ECOnet as a map-based (GIS)
indicator to demonstrate prime biodiversity
areas and connections between habitals
acrass the county, linking to national and
lacal networks.

Community records for 12 high profile
Cheshire species:

otter: songthrush; brown hare, frog;
cowslip: skylark; bats; blua bulleflies;
kingfisher; hedgehog; black poplar; barn
ol

1996 Species Audit
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WATER

The Task Group

David Crawshaw Task Group Chairman
Marth West Water

Mark [urner Mersey Basin Trust

Clive Gaskell Environment Agency

David Hall Chester Waterworks Company
Anthony FPowell Friands of the Earth

Fany Jenner South Cheshire Health Authority

Simen Yaoung Churches Together
Clr Juhn Clarle oG

summary of Discussions

The Waler Task Group reflects a wide range of expertise
fram the water industry and regulatory and conservation
kodies. Discussions have focused on a number of key areas
of coneern to professionals inowater-relaled industries as
well 25 consideting the perceptions and concerns of the
watRT CONSUMar,

Two major issuss were iwentified in the inihal discussions of
the Task Group. The first is a response to the increasing
demands an the water supply gensrated by modern
lifestyles and expectations, It was felt that it was important
te match consumption patterns to the available resources
50 that & suslainable water industry could ba maintained
without damage to the environment or the creation of costly
P resallrces,

Ihe second major issye was that of watercourse quality,
The situation in the North West has been particulary
sefious @s the Mersey and ils catchment are among the
most polluted walercourses in the country. The prablems of
pallution are part of the inheritance of the industrialisation
and urbanisation of the Marsey Bell and the use of
watercourses nol only for supply in the clean upper reaches
but alzo for disposal of bath industrial and domestic effluent
leveer dawn the catchment. [n Cheshire 30% of
watercourses are classitiad as of either poar or bad quality,
They cannat suppart fish life and would be unsuitable for &
drinking water supply,

The Task Group agreed that in relation to the first issue it
was important to reduce the amount of water lost through
leakage. This was alse identified as a priority target overall
by the Forum. It was proposed that a realistic target was a
0% reduction in leakage by the year 2000. It reflects public
and media concern that watar resources must be seen to be
betler conserved. |n addition it was considered important to
sncourage domestic consumers to be careful in the use of
water and to aim lo stabilise consumption patterns by the
year 2000, Marious approaches were discussed including
the merits of metering and the development of less wasteful
household appliances. It was also considered vital to
encourage a cantinuation of current reductions in the rate of
consumplion by industry and agricatlure.

Liscussions on the second major issus, the state of
Cheshire's river and streams, recognised that there is
already firm political commilment to investmant designed to
achieve majur itnprovamants to water quality in the Mersey
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Barrie Maorris Eco-Zchools (Ashton Hayes CPE)

Facilitators: lan Whittaker/Gill Phillips
Environmental Planning GGG

catchment (ie up fo at least grade 2 or a quality which can
support fish life) by the year 2010. In relation to promoling
the imprevement in guality ol watercourses in Cheshire, the
Task Group agreed that it was important for public
confidence and support that changes in water quality could
be demonstrated in a comprehensible and vivid way While
reliance should continue te be placed on tha expert
measurements of quality employed by the Environment
Agency, the implications of these measurements became
meaningful when linked with their effects on the potanhal of
a watercourse as a habitat for wildlife  Sightings of
particular species could therefare hecomes important
indicatars of water quality,

The Task Group also considared that drinking water quality
was a major public cancern, It was decidad thal in Cheshira
there were three specific drinking water quality paramesters
which should be monitorad These were the incidenco of
laad, taecal coliforms, and nitrates in drinking water
supplies. The point was made that the gualily of dnnking
water throughout Cheshire was very qood and that the
targat should be to maintain these high standards in relabion
to fascal coliforms and nitrates, and, in relation to fead, to
encourage the progressiva replacement of lead piping in
clder properties within the County,

It was recognised that in ralation to water, although
corparate investment was important, the decisions and
actions of individual consumers could be of great
significance. The need lo persuade individuals to use water
efficiently and ensure schools provide pupils with the
hecessary information about the whole water cycle was
seen a5 vilal,



Water

The Issues

121 The need to match water
resources and consumption
patterns without damage lo the
ehviranment,

152 The quality of drinking water 153 The quality of watercourses

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T Reduce water [ost through
leakage by

30% by the year 2000
S0% by the wear 20110

TZ Raduce long term domestic
water consumption per head of
the populatian by stabilising
consumption by the year 2000

The County Council to encaurags water companies to sel more stringant leakags
control targets (MWW Lid to reduce leakage from 247 litrasiproperty/day to 189
litres/propertyiday by 2000}

Raise customer awarensss of thelr role in reduction of leakage rates via Agends
21 literature, education on the water supply system in schools,
informationdliterature provided by the water companies.

Promote use of water saving devices/appliances (eg the ‘Hippo' displacement
device}.

Promote efficient use of water for garden watering,
Develop educalion packs and create links with schools via the water companies

and Erviranment Agency's, technical literature and encourage the Forum nebeark
to adopt the ‘Hippe' as an emblem.

I3 Maintain or reduce current rale
of non-domesthc consumption.

Adopt Waste Group minimisation targets and supporl waste minimisation
projects being infroduced by businesses such as 'Catalyst’,

Class A and B (or egquivalent
grade} watercourses and {o
achleve at |east Class C {or
equivalent) for the remalnder by
2010

T4 Feduce the inoidence of lead | County Council and district councils lo Lobby Govarnmant for inereased grant to
failure by 50% and to maintain | househalders far replacemeant of laad pipas within dwalling curtilage.
zero incidence of nitrates and
faecal coliforms in waler Chester Water target of replacing 500 lead pipes per year
supplies.
Morth West Water regional target of replacing 50,000 lead pipes each year
S Maintenance of the existing Manitor pollution incidents via continuing oparation of DEEPOL (river Dee

pollution monitaring system} and Mersey Estuary emergency planning
arrangements.

Widen public access to the Mersey Measure Monitoring system.
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Water

The Objectives

OB1a  Toocnsure that thers is B2
increased efficiency in lhe
use of water to promate a snitahle for human
sustainahle supply. consumption,
OB To ensure that resources

provide for cansumptian
without environmental
damage.

To achisve and maintain
drinking waler standards

OR3 To achieve river water
standards which allow
environmeantal enhancement
and promote improved

biodiversity.

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

' Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Investment by waler companies in mains replacemant
programmeas,

Continue education process,

Water industry to assist consumer to identify leaks by
developing devices that can help detect underground leaks in

private supply systems.

Conltinued investmeant to maintain downmnward trend and
achieve further reductions in l2akages,

Fromete shill Lo waler metering of supplies
Promote use of eco lgbsiled appliances and products,
Labby for review of local Byelaws,

Continue educationfawarsness raising and develop links with
Third World counlrigs.

Fromete wastefwatar minimisation within businessfindustry,

Fromote “soft engineering’ solutions to agrcultural irmgation
requiremeants (such as on farm storage of water in ponds, ete).

MWW Led target in Cheshire to reduce failure rate for lead from
3.4% T E9%.

Maintain water companies replacement programime,

Loans made available to householders to repiace lead pipas in
propery

Heview and adjust consumption targets,

Implement continued action programmes as necessary

| Develop links with Housebuilders Federation and

Legislators to achieve introduction of water efficient
systems into house design standards.

: Review and adjust consurnplion targets.

Implement continued action programmes as necossany.

Review progress and approach on programmaea for lead
pipe replacement.

P Ltd and Welsh Water investment programme in

- Waste Water Treatment Warks
Sewer networks

Mersey Basin Campaign [nitiatives

Estuary Managemenl Plan
- River Valley Initiativas

Ces Water Protection Zones to control storage and use of

materials that threaten water quality

Review progress Llowards 2010 target and adjust
Programnes As necassary
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Water

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

TG

T7

TS

Reduce pollution incidents of
watelcourseas:

Fromaote wider adoption of ADAS farm audit and monitor take up. Develop links
between ADAS, the Environment Agency and the Mersey Basin Campaign.

Encourage householders to adopt Environment Agency programme designed to
remeady wrong connections of domestic foul drains to surface water drains,

Increass populations of indicator
species of-

Wiater vole
Oitter
ringfisher
Frog

Brown Traut

Maoniloring of sightings by Wildlife Groups, the public and the Mersey Basin Tryst,

Identify and establish resources for surveys and funding for
universiby/collegefschools projects and develop support for the cducalion sector
via sponsorship from industry, local authorities, the Mersey Basin Campaign,
Wildlife Trust and other environmental groups,

Roduce total annual pollution
load (BOD

MW Ld and Environiment Agenecy to review trends in Cheshire and set
appropriate target reduction figure.
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Water

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Mersey Basin Campagn initiatives
Farming 2000, designed to produce pollutiondeitdlife and
consenvation/diversification advice and dentlily salutions

and sources of financial help,

- River Valley Initiatives.

Encourage angling clubs and other voluntary arganisalions Lo
pecoma involved in collecting information on indicator spacias,
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Water

The Sustainability Indicators

Damestic Water Consumption

Domestic Consumption in litres/head/day

Mean figuras for Chashire
m - metered o non mztared

200
M1 Trends in watar demand
169 n.m
; : 1538 n.m T3 T
- per capita domestic usage (metered and 150 :
non metered) per day
- industrial consumption per day 100
- agricultural consumption per day
EQ
- leakage perday ¢
0

B4,/95 95/96

Incidence of Lead Failures

IMDZ  The annual parcantage nan compliance
figure af Cheshire walar supplies with
nalional/Eurapean standards fortha
ncidence of &

- laad
- fascal coliforms
- nitrates

Hiteana - He dailures in Cheahicn [ z i
Faranl Galiltrmn - M dniloees in Ghazhine - =10-720%

IND2a The total annual pollution lead in Cheshire

watercourses. Chemical Grades of Water Courses in Cheshire
IND3b The annual assessments of water qualily
carried out by the Environment Agency e
tie chemical assessmeant) referanced o Lthe a0
characleristics of the watercourse (ie those (7]
at risk from agricultural pollution/industrial 25
poliution) combined with [ND3G. 20
IMD2c The presence of selected indicator species 16
of birds and fish along selected lengths of 10
watercoursa in Cheshire. i
IMD3d MNumber of reported pollution incidents:- 0 .
_ _ A B
iy Farming
i) Sewage
jiiy Industry
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TRANSPORT

The Task Group

John Alkins Task Group Chairman
Manchester Airport plo

Brian Kerr Cheshire Association of Parish
Councils

Micky Sant Hays Chemicals

Margaret Cldman CFPRE

John Burns Mersey Forest

Peter Fosler Buslrans

Heathar Crocker Freight Transport Associalion

Summary of Discussions

Futting transpaort on a more sustainable footing raizses
issues affocting the economy, people's life-styles and their
aspirations lor mobility. Although a lot can be achieved
lacally, scme of the influences for change can only be
exarted at a national level. The Task Group recognised that
Cheshire's Local Agonda 21 necds to form part of & mch
targer picture, and we should think in terms of a long term
fimescale for change to happan

Mationally there is not yet a consensus on the right
framework for lranspert, as illusirated by the differing views
ofthe Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution, inits
report on "Transpart and the Epviranment” {Ootober 19845,
and the Sovernment's Green Paper on "Transport - The
Woay borward” (Apnl TIEE)

There was general agreement on the main issues which
Lacal Agenda 21 raises for ransport, bul it was not 50 gasy
in choose suitable indicators and targets for Cheshire
There Is some information available, but it often does nat
deal with the most important issues from the LAZT point of
wien, not s It collected on a sufficiantly frequent or
systemafic basis,

Itwas agreed thal we should fry to select the "best”
indicatars fram the sustainakility point of view, even if the
inforrmation is not currently avaitable. Thers is therefore a
vital need Lo eslablish new information-gathering strategiss
and devize new manitaring regimes, and obtain the
necessany resources to carry these through on a regular and
lngg lerrm basis

e way forward would be to carry out a regular houschold
survey in Cheshire, which might colleet information on
fransport and ofher LAZT topics.

Data 15 also needed for the targets. Al present for most of
the chosen targets there is no baseline infarmation available
far Cheshire,

In terms of the & targets chosen the Group's thinking was
that!

* g larget for cycling was thought sssential in recognition
of the need to encourage this farm of travel and the
growing momenturn behind the Government's National
Cyeling Strategy;

a8

Guy Hayhurst South Cheshire Health Authorty
Geoff Kandraw P&0 Ferrymastars
Bob Windsor Eco-Schools

Barry Johnston Chester Friends of the Earth
Clir Derak Baterman CCC

Facilitators: Jeff Lee, Environmeantal Planning
Coo
Carlton Roberis-James, Enginesring
COen

+  publictransport has a key role as an aiternative to the
car, and therefore a targel was thoughtl important,
thaugh there are difficulties in influencing this in the
current deregulated commercial environment;

*  atarget for changing journey to work patterns was
important, becausa it represents the peak period of
transport use, there is at least some information to
hand, and il is the focus for many existing transporl
MeasLres;

*  freight has been seen throughout the process as very
important and therefore a targel was chosen, although
the Graup recognised that there is very little information
on the situation in Cheshire, and that the greatest
scope for influsncing change les at national lavel;

+  atarget on safe routes to schocls encapsulates many
of the concarns arising tom LAZT, strikes a chord with
the cammunity, and offars the passibility of invalving
young people in the process. [t also ties in with
national initiatives in the sams direclion

There was a strong feeling that whilst LA21 was about
encolraging envirenmentally-friendly modes of bavel such
as cycling and walking, these are also the most vulnerahle.
Targets must include 3 commitrnent to make the transport
environment safer for vulnerable users,

There was a limit to how far the Group felt able to consider
the resource implications or propesed actions in delzil
Some measuras nead to be cosfed and assessed properly
for their feasibility. The practicality of achieving actions and
largets will nof be the same across Lhe County - some will
he mora realstic 0 urban rather than rural areas - and will
depend upon local cireumstances. Many of the transport
measures are inter-related and should form parl ol an
integratad, overall sfrateqy



Transport

The Issues

151 Coentribution of fossil fuel
conzumption to global
Wwarrming.

5 Aocess lo goods, services,
facilities and paople.

53 Air pollution due to transport

154 Reduction in health and safcty
hecause of growing road
transport.

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T Toincrcase the proportion of
passenger kims carried by public
transpart to 20% by 2005 from
T2% in 1983,

Give greater priority in existing budgel resources to improving public transport
infrastructure. :

Adjust guickly to new funding regimes and to "tapping” new sources
Commit resources to obtaining information an public transport Lse, so thal

progress towards targefs can be assessed (eg through 'Cheshire 1,000
Household Survey, or Travel Diaries, as outlined in Summary of Discussions.
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Transport

The Objectives

(=3 To move to a more friendly modes of transpart,
sustainable pattarn of OB3  Toreduce dependency on
tramsport. the car.
oR2 T minimise the need for = To provide safe and securs
transport. facilities for enviranmentally
Medium Term Actions (before 2000) Long Term Actions (by 2020)
Cancenlrate new development near axisting and new public Introduce innovative people mover technologias

| transport tacilities. :
Encourage provision of specialist public transport
Flan for public transport users in design and layoul of new senvices,

development.

Ensure developer contributinns towards new or improved public
lransport facilities and services (&g revenues suppaort)

Diraw Up 5106 agreements with developers for green transport
plans {including oyele networks),

Give prionty to buses over private vehicles in traffic
manragemsant schemes,

Develop and implement package of measures tallored to local
situatinn &g

- nbreduce (real time) information for public transport

encourage multi-madalfmulti-oparator tickeling systems eg
Trawal Cards

reduce road capacity for cars to create mors space for
buscs and bikes

- ingrease or inbroduce car parking charges in urban centres
- support bus aperators

- aim for improved quahty in public transport

- provide bus shelters,

Review car parking standards

Fromote construction of new railway stations.

Safequard former rail corridars from development which would
presvent their re-use,

Renovate and upgrade infrastructure such as railway stalions,
ous stations, interchange facilities, waiting areas eic.

I abby Government for incregsed resources for public transport.

Fromets integrated approach from Railtrack, Train Operators [
and Rulling slock owners.

Transport continued. .

40

h_—_



Transport

Targets

T2

Short Term Actions (1997)

To reduce the proportion of
juurneys o work by o to B0%
by F011, from SO0% in 18321

Commit resources to monitoring trends in journey o work travel.

Carry out sample survay of employers to establish baseling data and follow up
with subsequant surveys (in parallel with 'Cheshire 1,000' Househald Survey, as

| above),

Champion company gresn transport plans

Get businesses to sign up to TravelWise campaign.

Raiss awareness ol environmental costs of car travel,

Encourage personalised targets for using alternative modes of travel eg cach

person Lo carry out two of their normal car journays by other means of transport
par wask

Review car parking standards in new development.
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Transport

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Intraduce package of measurds including traffic restraint,
tailerad to local situation.

Improve cycling and walking networks to centres of employment
as alternatives to using the car.

Raduce lump sumdcouncil car schemes which encourage car
| Use

Encourage employers lo provide incentives/payments far
alternalives lo the car, and to review their parking provision.

Premote low encrgy 4-5 seater cars.

| Manane parking and the use of roadspace to give preference to
car sharers.

Encuurage car shanng eq by pilot study for database on sharing
anportunitias,

Infroduce measures enceuraging higher vahicla occupancy
iEvals

Ensure new employment developmeant 1s close to public
transport nebworks

Encourage innovative working practives eg leleworking, working
al home.
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Transport

Targets

| Short Term Actions (1997)

T3

I o double the proportion of

fraight tonnes-kilomelres caried of freight managers in Cheshire), or apply local factor to national data.

by rall, veater and pipeling by
2011,

Establish maonitaring systems for freight transport in Cheshire (possibly a sample

Restrict goods vehicles from sensitive wiban areas and rural environments.
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Transport

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Locate new developments close to existing train and freight
facililies.

Ercourags movement of freight by rail and waterway, and
transfer of freight between modes eg through interchange
facililies or transshipmeant depots,

Festrict the loss of further rail lines.

Chrect road rewghl to Primary Houle nelwork and tunk roads.

_obby the Government to construet VWest Coast Main Line and
| "niggy back” facility for heavy goods vehicles,

Lobby lagal firms fo invest in freight facilities so that they can
use rail in future,

lLoohy Government for
- stricter enfarcement against illegal road freight practices
- use of economic instruments to favour non-raad freight

- promotion of good practice eg reducing empty running by
radad hauliers
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Transport

Targets

Short Term Actions (1997)

T4 To double the proportion of
Journeys by bike m Chashire by
2002 and to quadruple it by 2012

TS To develop a network of safe
rodtes to schools on fool, by bike
ot by public transport.

Cycling officer to prepare a oycling strategy.

Commit fncreasing % of County's budaet to eycling and seek funding from naw
SOUICes,

Commit resources lo oblaining information on cycle usage in Cheshire, and
establishing ways of monitoring frends. One way forward would be through a
'‘Cheshire 1,000" Househald Burvey, or by asking residents to complete Travel
Diaries.

Apply Mational Cycling Strategy recommendations to Cheshire.

Haise awareness of benefits of oyeling and environmental costs of car travel.

Establish baseline information on travel to school patterns, and set up regular

| infurmation-gathering {pessibly in conjunclion with schools).

Sesk parents and schonls' ideas on how ta reduce school car journays
Carry out safety audits of exisling routes.
Liaise with Road Safety, Travel\Wise and Eco-School campaigns,

Develop an indicator of relative safety and risk of modes of travel Lo schonl




Transport

Medium Term Actions (before 2000)

Long Term Actions (by 2020)

Establish a dedicated cycling team and hudget, with support at
& high manageament level.

Creale a cycle friendly infrastructure.

Provide secure facilities far cycle parking at railway stations and
in non-residential development,

Provide bike hire facilities at park and ride sites.
Introduce traffic managament and control measures to give
preority lo cyelists, using good practica elsewhera eq priority at

road junctinns, cycle lanes and cycle priority routes,

Enceursge eycle shops as information centres for cycle routes,
state of repair ate

Encourage provision of facililiss on buses and trains for
cEriEyge of hikes

Develop a netwaork of safe cycle roules Lo schools, work places
gnd leisure amenities

Adapt national cyclesway standards.

Implament spacific pilot schemes and demaonstration projects,
and resource apprapriately,

Flar for cyole users in layout and access arrangements of new
develnpmeant.

Achieve a County-wide cycle network, ambracing leisurs
routes, inter-urban routes and urban networks,

[dentify, resource and develop a nelwork of safe roulss to
schools for walking, cychng and public transpart,

Irmprove lighting and paved surfaces on routes.

I'stabiizh secure cycle parking facilities at schoals, and reduce
theft,

Imtroduce traffic calming and speed reduction on routes to
sohonls,

Retain local village schools [resist closuras).

Encourage safe behaviour on fool and on hikes.
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Transport

The Sustainability Indicators

IME Number, praportion and leoglh of rips made by
differanl madas of ransporl {per capila),

IMLZa Average ravel-lo-work distanoe by moda af
bransporn.

IMD2E Mon-road freight as % of fotal fraight.

IMD3  Investrnent in pedestrian and cycle
facilities,

[MD4a Journey to schoolfcollege by different
modes of transpori.

[ND4b Some measure of the safety and
convenience of different modes of ravel,

IND4c Mumber and lenglh of rips for lgisure
purposeas, by diffarent modes of ravel,
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Means of Travel to Work in Cheshire 1971-91
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ECO-AUDIT

The Task Group

dozhin Millett Task Group Chairman
Mersey Basin Foundation

dohn Gillins Cheshire Landscape Trust

Jim Shields Forum Chairman

Elise Smithson BIGC

Paler Foy Environment Agency

Fanmy Ozanne Morth Chashire Health

Summary of Discussions

In the last five years there has been a considerable increase
in the level of interest in public and private sector
alyanisations wishing to improve their environmental
performance. The activity of environmental management
and eco-auditing provides the framewark to furn good
intention into positive action.

Ihe Epo-tudil Task Group has anmed Lo provide a practical
approach in assist the process of impraving environmantal
performance, The purpose of the Task Group was seen as
being uverarching, encompassing all the other Cheshire
Focal Point topics. The group also saw itsell as tesling
srvironmental awarenass, sampling the level of public and
private sector environmental management and encolraging
cornmunity involvemenl in eco-auditing. Eco-auditing has
thizs hean viewed as the practical vehicle for prometing
ehvironmental awareness and direct action,

A range of discussions have taken place in the group wath
snhart and longer term harizons, In the langer term, tha
graup would hape to promote a cultural shift which waould
see industny and commerce welcoming the opporfunity fo
work in partnership with their local communilies on
snvirnnmental Issues and audits. A further long term
direction would possibly see an Eco-Audit contact in every
parish or communily councl area in order Lo Ffacilifate and
promaote action

Tl [enger term ainmns and aspirations were, however,
complamentaed wath mare pragmatic and practical shorter
term actions. An Impeortant activity has seen initial work an
the development of an sco-gudil model to be used in
evaluating amviranmental parfarmance. The model has
been adapted fram the existing Her Majesty's Inspectorate
of Pollution risk appraisal model and will be further modified
lor use by industry, public sectar and community
organisatinns. Four trial audits have been completed at
County Council sites and a total of twenty audits will have
besn completed by January 1997 Sevan Forum members
have bean invalved in the audits, and five have qualified as
an-audit leader

I'he value of the audits has seen raised snvironmental
awareness amaongst the staff involved at the sites audited,
with the potential for replicalion of good practice in similar
eslablishments. A number of issuas have baean raised
during the use of the model which will help the development
process, The need for easy application to the service sector
and eslablishment of business sector guidelines will farm
the hasis of tha changes ta the model currently in use,
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Friends of the Earth
South Cheshire Health
Churches Togethe
Enviranment Agency
CPRE

John Pearson
Environmental Planning

Barry Johnsan
Leslie Klein
Mike Monaghan
Mark Chandler
Elizabeth Gentil
Facihtator:

The growth of eco-audit activity throughout Cheshire forms
the cornerstoneg of the actions discussed by the Task Sroup.

The Initial wark undertaken by the group should provide a
solid foundation for any subseguent work in the
development of an eco-audit model. Conlinuation of tnal
eco-audits should help the process further in providing a
wide range of testing situations,

CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

EMAS - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND AUDIT
SYSTEM

Cheshire County Council has responded (o lhe LAZT
discussions by making a positiva aftampt to put its "own
house in arder”. |t s County Gouncil policy for all Services
fo be registered for Local Authority EMAS by 2005, A
semior managemenl sleering group and cross service
wiorking graup has hean established in order to co-ordinate
action. A number of Services have established Eco teams
which will work to integrate environmental considerations
it normal working practice.

The work on EMAS is set within & corporale envirenmental
palicy which aims to "maintain polifical and managemsnt
commitment to the principles and values of environmental
sustainability as a framework for the provision of County
Council Services and activities”  Five key action arsas have
heen identified which are Purchasing: Use of Finite
Resources; Transport; Waste Management and Land
mManagement. Waork in these areas should result in
continuous environmantal improverments within all areas of
County Council operations, and help to set a guod example
and lead a positive direction for Chashire into the 21st
CEntLry.

ECO-5CHOOLS

Eco=-Schools is an internalional inihiative which asks schools
to aszess their impact upon the environment and to develop
action plans to reduce adverse impacts. Eco-Schools was
launched in Cheshire in November 19845 Twelve schonls
have registared and Ashley Schaol, Widnes, was the first
school in Cheshire to achieve the Green Flag award. More
sehools are expecled Lo follow the example and sco-audits
of school operations will becarne standard practice,




ECO-Audit

The Issues

1551 Mead to test the level of
environmental awarenass and
action across the Cheshire

32  Meedto sample a wide range 133 Ervironmental performance
of indicators with a view to should be considerad alongside
enabling a review of economic performance,

ELITmLnily. environmental performance
and improvermesnt.
Targets Actions 1996
T Develnp suitable criteria for The completion of a further 6 audits covering the focal point topics air, water and

model through pilot audits,

wildlife plus 3 olhers.

The gstablishment af a database of trained auditers in Cheshire.
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ECO-Audit

The Objectives

OBl To encourage private and B2 Toencourage organisations in QB3 To encourage organisations in
public sector erganisations and Cheshire to strive to Cheshire to systermatically
Lhe communily to work logether continuously Improve their evaluate emvironmeantal
in improving environmantal environmental perfformance as performance.
perfarmance. it relatas to energy, waste, air,
land, wildlife, water and
transport,
Actions by mid 1997 Actions by end of 1997
Establishment of @ protocol for the use of the Eco-Audit medel, 50 audits to be completed (basad on the modifiad
OFRA

Full developmeant of Eco-Audit model
30 audit leaders lo be eslablished.

Establishment of targsts for the end of year 2000

Establishment of a target based on schedule & and B returns

a0




ECO-Audit

The Sustainability Indicators

IMOT The number of trained covironmental
auditors across Cheshire,

IMGZ The number of Eco-Audits taking place
across Choshire,

INDZ The number of farmal environmental
managemenl schemes being undertaken in
Cheshire,

Trained Envircnmental Auditors for Cheshire
ECO-Audits 19986

y -
20

Cheshire ECO-Audits 1396

’

Formal Environmental Management Schemes in
Cheshire 1996
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