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ÅBritish Waterways 

ÅWales and Border Counties -

Cheshire

ÅWhat is British Waterways doing to 

promote biodiversity
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British Waterways 

Å óBritish Waterways is a public corporation responsible to the UK 
Government and Scottish Government to maintain and manage 
the waterways so that they fulfill their full economic, social and 

environmental & heritage potentialô. 
Å1968 Transport Act:
ïWith a view to securing the general availability of the commercial 

and cruising waterways for public use, it shall be the duty of the 
Waterways Board, subject to the provisions of this sectionð

Å(a)to maintain the commercial waterways in a suitable condition for use 
by commercial freight-carrying vessels; and

Å(b)to maintain the cruising waterways in a suitable condition for use by 
cruising craft, that is to say, vessels constructed or adapted for the 
carriage of passengers and driven by mechanical power.
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The Legacy

ÅEngineered solutions

ÅFit for purpose

ÅBiodiversity and heritage 

sometimes neglected
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ÅNationally have 2000 miles of 

waterway;

Å100 reservoirs and lakes;

ÅHabitats ranging from 

estuaries to upland moors and 

lakes.

ÅWales and Border Counties 

has a wide range of these 

habitats.
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Within Cheshire

ÅWeaver Navigation

ÅReed beds, valley bottom pools and wetlands, woodlands.

ÅShropshire Union Canal

ÅRiver Gowey valley, reed margins.

ÅTrent and Mersey Canal

ÅFlashes

ÅLlangollen Canal

ÅCorridor

ÅMacclesfield Canal

ÅSoft banks

ÅReservoirs and feeder streams


