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Dear Reader,  
 

Welcome to the second newsletter of the 
Cheshire region Biodiversity Partnership. The 
first proved very successful so I hope you find 
this just as interesting.  
 
Since mentioning the new Biodiversity 
Integration Groups (BIGs) in the previous 
newsletter, Natural England have published their 
booklet óSecuring Biodiversityô which outlines the 
new framework they will be using to take 
forwards the expanded list of habitats and 
species from the UK BAP Review. You can 
download this from the CrBP website 
www.cheshire-biodiversity.org.uk. One of the 
four components of the framework is the 
formation of the BIGs. I have outlined in the 
table below the 9 BIGs. 
 
From the UK BAP Review we now have in the 
Cheshire region a further 5 priority habitats and 
70 priority species. Although they do not have 
their own action plans, you can find out which 
habitats and species these are in the useful 
resources section of the CrBP website. Further 
information on each of the habitat types will 
soon be available on the habitat action plan 
webpage. 
 
The partnership event held at Chester Zoo on 
the 6th March was a success. We had 
presentations from a variety of partners which  

 
was very informative on how they play their part 
within the partnership. Jane Staley outlined how 
Groundwork Cheshireôs varied roles fits into 
conserving biodiversity. British Waterways and 
United Utilities both explained how they were 
doing their bit for biodiversity including helping 
their colleagues understand itôs importance. 
Pete Attwood from BTCV showed us the 
importance of volunteers for on the ground 
conservation work and Mike Shankster from the 
Environment Agency outlined important GIS 
work that would support future landscape scale 
projects. The workshop feedback was very 
informative and new actions have been put in 
place to tackle the issues raised. 
 
This years CrBPôs partnership conference is 
currently being organised. The emphasis will be 
on climate change. The event will be held at 
Crewe Football Ground on Friday 23rd October.  
I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Bennett 
Cheshire region  
Biodiversity Manager 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

     Biodiversity Integration Gro ups   Lead Partner 
 

Lowland Farmland    Natural England 

Uplands     Natural England 

Lakes and Ponds    Environment Agency 

Rivers      Environment Agency 

Wetlands     Natural England 

Coastal     Natural England 

Marine      Natural England 

Urban and Brownfield   Natural England 

Woodland     Forestry Commission 

 

Woodland 
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Barn Owls in Cheshire 
Steve Harris and John Wild 

 
An 85% decline in the Barn Owl 
population in Cheshire since 1932 was 
revealed by Colin Shawyerôs 1985 
national survey and showed there were 
just 35 breeding pairs left in the county.  
The decline continued and only 10 
breeding pairs were recorded in 1999.  
The decline was mainly caused by the 
loss of foraging habitat and old farm 
buildings traditionally used for roosting 
and nesting.  The remedy needed was the 
restoration of suitable grassland habitat 
and the provision of alternative 
accommodation in the form of nest boxes.  
The formation of 6 volunteer Barn Owl 
conservation groups across Cheshire and 
Wirral in the late 1990s has almost 
certainly saved the species from 
becoming locally extinct.   
 
The governmentôs agri-environment 
schemes have provided financial 
incentives for landowners to restore some 
foraging habitats.  The volunteer Barn Owl 
groups have been working hard on 
projects to engage and persuade farmers 
and other land managers such as local 
authorities and golf course ground staff to 
protect and create rough grassland and 
have worked with planning officers and 
the police to protect sensitive sites and 
the birds themselves.  Huge effort has  

gone into the installation and maintenance 
of over a thousand nest boxes across the 
county, not only for nesting but to provide 
shelter from wet and cold weather.  
Survey and ringing data provided by the 
individual Cheshire Barn Owl Groups is 
summarised each year in a report by John 
Wild.   
 
2007 was a record year, with 156 
successful breeding sites of Barn owls in 
Cheshire and a total of 651 confirmed 
young.  At 6 of the 156 sites the young 
were not counted and are not included 
within the 651.  Using the average 
number of young per pair at the counted 
sites gives an estimated total of 670 
young, including a number of second 
broods. 
 
2008 was badly affected by a wet, cold 
spring and a wet summer; it is thought 
that many adult females never reached 
breeding condition due to shortage of 
food.  There were 59 successful pairs with 
135 confirmed young.  There was one 
confirmed breeding pair where the young 
were not counted giving an estimated total 
young of 137.  No second broods were 
reported this year.  Evidence suggests 
that there was a considerable number of 
non-breeding adults in the county in 2008 
and given better conditions in 2009 we 
can expect a much-improved breeding 
performance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 

 
Breeding 

Pairs 
 

 
Young 

 

Young 
per pair 

1998 7 17 2.4 

1999 10 32 2.3 

2000 19 46 2.2 

2001 29 53 1.8 

2002 48 110 3.1 

2003 61 167 3.1 

2004 76 199 2.8 

2005 123 316 3.1 

2006 36 96 2.7 

2007 151 651 4.3 

2008 59 141 2.3 
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Higher Level Stewardship 
Stuart Campbell, Natural England 

 
Natural England has produced Target 
Area Statements and Theme Statements 
for Higher Level Stewardship (HLS). They 
set out the areas and features that Natural 
England are targeting for HLS 
agreements.  
 
Target Areas 
The targeting maps that Natural England 
has produced are the first systematic 
joining together of information on 
biodiversity, landscape, natural resource 
protection, public access and historic 
interests. This process has identified 
target areas, these represent the areas 
where Natural England wishes to focus 
delivery of HLS to maximise 
environmental outcomes and value for 
money. 
 
The priorities for each target area are set 
out in a Target Area Statement. The local 
target areas are: 

 Meres and Mosses  

 The Dee 

 Peak District and Derwent 

 Manchester Mosslands 
Link to target area statements on Natural 
England website: 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/
farming/funding/es/hls/targeting/default.as
px 

Themes   
In addition to the target areas eight 
themes have been identified which 
provide an opportunity for all farmers and 
managers to enter into HLS, irrespective 
of geography, providing they are 
delivering management options that 
support the themes. The theme statement 
will be vital for delivering environmental 
outcomes in Cheshire. 
Link to North West theme statement: 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/images/
hlstargeting/North_West.pdf 
 
The first theme sets out the BAP habitats 
that HLS is actively targeting: 

 Unimproved Grassland Habitats 

 Coastal Habitats 

 Wetland Habitats 

 Woodland and Tree- Based 
Habitats 

If you manage a site that meets this 
theme or any of the other seven, contact 
Stuart Campbell at Natural England on 
0300 060 0071.  He will be happy to 
discuss the potential for an HLS 
agreement.  There are currently 
significant funds available for HLS 
agreements that can address the target 
areas and themes. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Scrape creation for lapwing using a rotary ditcher 

Background photograph: Cheshire Wildlife Trust 
Hatchmere 
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The Million Ponds Project 
Bob Eades, Pond Conservation 
 

What is the Million Ponds Project? 
The Million Ponds Project will create an 
extensive network of new ponds across the 
UK. Ultimately the aim is to reverse a century 
of pond loss, ensuring that once again the UK 
has over one million countryside ponds. 
A critical element of the project is that these 
new ponds will have clean water. This is 
important because most countryside ponds 
are now badly damaged by pollution, and 
evidence shows that pond wildlife is declining 
across the UK. Making clean new ponds is 
one of the simplest and most effective ways to 
protect freshwater wildlife. 
Find more information on why clean water 
ponds are important, and how to make them, 
download the Pond Creation Toolkit at 
http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionpo
nds/pondcreationtoolkit.  
The first phase of the Million Ponds 
Project 
Phase 1 of the Million Ponds Project runs 
from 2008 to 2012 and aims to create the first 
5,000 clean water ponds in England and 
Wales. Around a quarter of the ponds will be 
targeted to support some of the 80 or so pond 
species that are national priority for 
conservation action under the UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP).  
�:�K�R�¶�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�" 

The Million Ponds Project is a collaboration of 
major landowners and land managers, co-
ordinated by Pond Conservation.  
Partner organisations including Defence 
Estates, the Environment Agency, RSPB, 
Ministry of Justice and the Forestry 
Commission are creating hundreds of ponds 
on their land and elsewhere.  
The Tubney Charitable Trust, Natural 
England, and the Countryside Council for 
Wales are funding project officers to help 
provide training and advice. The Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation is also supporting the 
project. 
Wildlife organisations like Buglife and the 
Aquatic Coleoptera Conservation Trust are 
providing information about pond creation for 
rare species. 
The Herpetological Conservation Trust (The 
HCT) is co-ordinating part of the project, in 
association with the Amphibian and Reptile 
Groups (ARGs), to encourage the creation  
 

 
and management of ponds for BAP 
amphibians and the pond-loving grass snake. 
In addition to the current project partners, we 
will also be working with many more 
individuals and organisations, and we will 
continue to build partnership with organisation 
who are interested in pond creation. 
Join in 

Everybody can join in and contribute to the 
Million Ponds Project: register the ponds 
youôve created on our website. 
Funding for pond creation. 
Is there any funding for pond creation 
schemes?  

Most ponds for the Million Ponds Project will 
be created by our project partners and by 
individuals who raise their own funds. We are 
currently preparing a Pond Digging Fund for 
ponds with BAP Priority species with 
Biffaward through a Partnership Project (see 
below).  
We are also setting up funding for clean water 
pond creation through the higher level agri-
environment schemes with Natural England. 
For more information about these schemes 
please contact Bob Eades, Million Ponds 
Northern Officer, on 
bobeades@pondconservation.org.uk 
A list of alternative funding sources for pond 
creation and management can be found on 
our website. 
Biffaward Partnership Project: pond 
digging fund for Priority Species 

In association with Biffaward, we are 
developing a fund to support pond creation for 
plants and animals listed as Priority Species 
under the UK BAP. 
Grants will be available to support the cost of 
digging ponds for BAP species from autumn 
2009 to 2012.  
Year 1 submission (2009-2010): closed 
Year 2 submission (2010-2011): open from 
autumn 2009 
Further help and advice 

Help and advice for the creation and 
conservation of ponds can be found on our 
website, 
http://www.pondconservation.org.uk 
or please email us on 
info@pondconservation.org.uk 
Make a donation 

You can help create ponds for threatened 
wildlife by contributing to the Pond Digging 
Fund: every £1 donated will generate £10 of 
funding through the Landfill Communities 
Fund for the Pond Digging Fund. 
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