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Froglife and The 
Herpetological Conservation 
Trust (The HCT) have 
announced their intention to 
merge. 
 
The new organisation will be 
called the Amphibian and 
Reptile Conservation Trust 
and will continue the range of 
activities currently 
undertaken by Froglife and 
the HCT, while providing a 
stronger basis for conserving 
amphibians and reptiles in the 
future. 

 

The Value of Biodiversity  
UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference 2009 

 

The 7th Annual UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference took place at the 
University of York on Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th October 2009. For 
this year only, the UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference was combined 
with the English Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) Seminar. 

The programme, amongst other things, covered the weight to be attached 
to biodiversity valuation in any successor to the 2010 target; valuing 
biodiversity within an ecosystem approach; and how to incorporate 
valuation, scientific and social evidence into our delivery. Representatives 
of the four countries also provided updates on progress to conserve the 
species and habitats afforded conservation priority under the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan. For details go to www.keystone-
group.co.uk/biodiversity. 

BARS Reporting Round 2008 
 

As part of the 2008 UK BAP reporting round local biodiversity partnerships 
and lead partners of national plans were asked to answer a number of 
specific questions. The data was analysed and used for the UK and 
country level reports. All of the responses provided through BARS as part 
of the 2008 reporting exercise are available to download at:  
http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?X=55  
 
In summary, 126 LBAPs (73%) responded to the reporting round. The 
proportion of habitats and species with adequate monitoring is still low at 
13%, whereas the proportion of species with adequate monitoring is 44%. 
The two major constraints to delivering LBAPôs were lack of funding and 
inadequate research or survey information.  
 
Summary results given in the presentation by Robin Wynde (RSPB) at the 
UKBAP Conference stated that since 1994, specific targets, plans and 
responsibility made a positive difference for some species and habitats but 
overall, there has been limited progress since 2005. Lead Partners and 
LBAP co-ordinators have provided much valuable information and these 
results will be use at a country level to guide improved delivery. 

Irish Sea Marine Conservation Zones 
 
The Irish Sea Conservation Zones are a project to help secure a healthy 
and productive future for the coast and waters of the Irish Sea.  
Over the next few years parts of the Irish Sea will be given further 
environmental protection. We donôt yet know where the protected areas 
will be. The users and interest groups of the Irish Sea will recommend 
which areas should be protected, and what form that protection should 
take.  
 

Anyone who can help identify which parts of the Irish Sea should be 
protected, including people who might benefit or lose out, have an 
important role to play. The process is open to all views and opinions, and 
people from all sectors. 

To find out more visit www.irishseaconservation.org.uk.  

http://www.keystone-group.co.uk/biodiversity
http://www.keystone-group.co.uk/biodiversity
http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?X=55
http://www.irishseaconservation.org.uk/
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Fifth Otter Survey of  
England 2009 

 
Seven years on from the last national otter 
survey we were hopeful that otter coverage 
in England had improved. Volunteers across 
Cheshire helped support the Environment 
Agency to survey bridges for otter signs.  
 
Ten bridges were surveyed in each 10km 
square throughout October and November 
2009. Results for Cheshire were 
encouraging showing that otters were 
present in 48% of the 10km squares.   
 

 
Otter spraint on the Trent and Mersey Canal 

 

 
CrBP Small Projects Grant Scheme 

Cheshireôs Changing Climate 
CrBP Conference Oct 2009 

 

The fourth Cheshire region Biodiversity 
Partnership conference discussed the affect of 
climate change upon the region.  Presentations 
were given by the Mersey Forest, Natural 
England, Environment Agency and Manchester 
University. Workshops included the value of 
peatland, green roofs, the Regional Delivery Plan 
and woodland Green Infrastructure. Future 
implications to the direction of biodiversity 
conservation in the region were considered. 
Together, with a taste of local produce, the event 
proved to be interesting and informative. 

Thanks to the speakers for very informative 
presentations and workshops and thanks to 
everyone for attending. If you wish to view the 
presentations please visit www.cheshire-
biodiversity.org.uk/useful-resources/index.html 
where you will also find two of the workshop 
presentations.  

 

 
The CrBP Small Projects Grant Scheme, 
funded by a Service Level Agreement with 
Cheshire West & Chester Council and 
Cheshire East Council, was re-launched in 
Autumn 2009 following previous successful 
rounds of the grant scheme.  
 
The 2009/10 successful projects were the 
Nantwich Riverside Wetland Biodiversity 
Project, the Norley Hedgerow Project, the 
Wirral Barn Owl Nest Box Project, the 
Church Wood Hedgerow 
Project, and the Norley 
Orchard Project. Projects 
will be taking place over 
winter with final project 
reports due in March 2010. 

North West  
Shoreline Management Plan 2 

Consultation 
 

Working with others, the Coastal Group has been 
pulling together plans for how we think the North 
West England and North Wales coast should be 
managed over the next 100 years. They need your 
views and knowledge to make sure that the final 
plan sets out the right course of action for people, 
their homes, business and the environment. For 
more information and to comment on the plans go 
to www.mycoastline.org.  

 

The closing date for consultation 
responses is 14th February 2010. 

 

 

http://www.cheshire-biodiversity.org.uk/useful-resources/index.html
http://www.cheshire-biodiversity.org.uk/useful-resources/index.html
http://www.mycoastline.org/
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Cheshire may seem an 
unlikely candidate for being 
one of the more species 
diverse counties for 

ladybirds in the UK, but the data held by rECOrd 
and the NBN Gateway suggest otherwise. In fact 
of the UKôs 26 species of ótrueô ladybird, 
Cheshire has records of at least 22, most of 
which are readily found with a little effort. 
 
Ladybirds are amongst our most charismatic 
invertebrates and make an ideal study group in 
which to involve the general public. To this end I 
am currently in the process of building up the 
recording effort for ladybirds over the next three 
years. I intend to do this by utilising the efforts of 
an army of potential volunteers and educational 
establishments, with the intention of producing a 
Cheshire atlas of ladybird distribution. 
Even the commonest of species show large 
holes in their known distribution, which can only 
be due to a lack of recording, the project will 
hopefully put this right and engage and inspire a 
whole new generation of recorders into the 
bargain. 
 
One of the great advantages of studying this 
group of invertebrates is that many species can 
be found with minimal effort even in the winter 
months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Below you will find a table 
indicating the best tactics 
and habitats for a selection 
of species.  
 
Several species have been omitted because 
their winter habits are either unknown or their 
presence in the recording area is in doubt. 
 
rECOrd has a validation list and a photo gallery 
for the ladybirds of Cheshire viewable on its 
website www.record-lrc.co.uk/ , some of the rare 
species require a photo ID, or in a few cases the 
retention of a specimen may be essential, to get 
a record accepted. Thankfully in most cases the 
species are common and easy to identify. If you 
have a digital image of a ladybird that you would 
like help in identifying please send it to the email 
address below. 
 
If you would like to become involved in the 
Cheshire Ladybird Recording Project please 
contact Jeff Clarke (Cheshire County Recorder 
for Ladybirds).    
Email:  jeffclarkeecology@sky.com,  
Telephone: 01925 790753. 

Jeff Clarke 
Jeff Clarke Ecology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Species Wintering Sites Search Methodology 

24 Spot Ladybird 
Low herbage in rich grassland, preference for 
grass tussocks. 

Tease apart tussocks away from areas liable 
to excessive flooding. 

Adonis Ladybird Plant litter in free draining areas. Sieving leaf and plant litter. 

Water Ladybird 
Between leaves and stems of typha and 
phragmites 

Carefully open furled leaf where it abuts the 
stem 

Larch Ladybird In bark crevices, notably on Scotôs Pine 
Careful searching of bark crevices or beating 
low pine branches 

2 spot Ladybird 
In buildings, Gorse, tree trunks, under bark 
etc. 

Visual searches well above ground level 

10 Spot Ladybird 
Plant litter, Gorse, beech nuts and on Scotôs 
Pine. 

Beat Pine and sieving plant litter. 

7 Spot Ladybird Gorse and Scotôs Pine other evergreen plants. Beating. 

11 Spot ladybird Plant litter and evergreen plants. 
Beating. 
 

Hieroglyphic Ladybird Gorse and Broom Beating. 

Cream-streaked Ladybird Scotôs Pine between buds and bark crevices. Beating. 

Orange Ladybird Scotôs Pine, Sycamore, Beech, Gorse. Beating and visual searches. 

18 Spot Ladybird Crown of Scotôs Pine. Search recent windblown pines. 

22 Spot ladybird 
Dense vegetation close to ground and 
evergreen hedges e.g. Box. 

Beating hedges. 

Kidney Spot Ladybird Close to the base of sallows, birch and poplar. 
Visual searches especially near waterside 
sallows. 

Pine Ladybird Scotôs Pine and Gorse Beating 

 

The Ladybirds of Cheshire 
 

 

Photos:  
Left: Water Ladybird by Jeff Clarke,  

Right: Eighteen spot Ladybird by Jeff Clarke 

http://www.record-lrc.co.uk/
mailto:jeffclarkeecology@sky.com
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Cheshire Green Shoots 
 

As a Biodiversity officer for the British 
Association for Shooting and Conservation 
(BASC) one of the most common questions I get 
asked is ñhow can shooting and conservation go 
hand in hand?ò    
 
Green Shoots, the beginning. 
 
It all started in July 2000 when BASC launched 
the Green Shoots programme as a Biodiversity 
Action Plan for the shooting community. BASC 
wanted to highlight the work being done by 
shooters and ensure that through a co-ordinated 
approach shooting could contribute enormously 
to meeting BAP targets across the Counties.  
 
So how does it work? 
 
Cheshire was the first county to get a full time 
BASC Green Shoots officer in 2003. One of the 
first jobs to do was survey members in the 
county asking them where they shot. It also 
asked them about species and habitats they had 
on the area of land, all of which were found on 
the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) for 
Cheshire. The results were astounding. Out of a 
total of nearly 800 recipients over a third (34%) 
returned the form, providing valuable information 
on 500 parcels of land throughout the county 
which equated to around 27% of Cheshire.  
 

Cheshire Green Shoots officer Ben Gregory with a BASC member 
deploying a mink raft on the River Gowy     
 

The survey enabled the project officer to select 
specific members for a project, depending on 
the species or habitats relevant to the LBAP 
targets they were working on at the time. It also  

 

The British Association for Shooting and Conservation  
 
provided a very valuable resource to partner 
organisations such as the Wildlife Trust in the 
form access onto land that may have otherwise 
been inaccessible. 
 
With a list of six priority species and two priority 
habitats identified in the Cheshire LBAP we 
thought the shooting community would be best 
suited to working with, it was time to get out into 
the field and make good use of the 27% of the 
county we could gain access through BASC 
Green Shoots members.  
 
After just over two years in post as Green 
Shoots Cheshire project officer Iôm pleased to 
say weôve made some fantastic progress. Some 
of the successes include: 
 
- seeing water voles return back to a section of 

the River Gowy after a programme of targeted 
mink control 

- the planting of nearly 16,000 square metres of 
native broadleaf woodland and over 150 
metres of new hedgerows through funding 
from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund 

- the building of two artificial otter holts on 
shoots with another two planned for the new 
year thanks to funding from Chester Zoo and 
Shell UK 

- erecting a further 45 dormouse monitoring 
tubes on shoots across the county 

- engaging 10 shoots in the county in the Game 
and Wildlife Conservation Trusts Grey 
partridge counting scheme 
 

Green Shoots; the future. 
 
Those people involved in countryside sports 
generally have empathy with the countryside 
and its wildlife which can be turned into active 
assistance. Biodiversity thrives where it is 
important to people. Therefore, with the help 
and direction of a Green Shoots officer in the 
biodiversity process, the shooting community 
can make even more headway towards meeting 
LBAP targets in Cheshire.   

 

Ben Gregory 
Cheshire Biodiversity Project Officer, BASC 



Cheshire region Biodiversity News    Winter  
2009 -10 

 

Volume 2 Issue 2    Page | 5  
 

 

 
 
 

 
Operation Deliveryôs reduction of riparian 
maintenance from low-risk, rural 
catchments will mean landowners, the 
majority of which are farmers, are 
responsible for the maintenance of 
watercourses on their land.  Working in 
partnership with us, FWAG have carried 
out farm visits and provided riparian 
maintenance advice, and encouraged 
water vole habitat creation through Higher 
Level Stewardship (HLS). This has 
included the installation of electric fences to 
reduce cattle poaching and damage to 
water vole habitat and our own flood bank 
assets. 
 

In the UK, water voles have suffered a 
catastrophic decline in the last 25 years, 
but they are thriving in some South Area 
catchments.  We do not wish to see 
inappropriate riparian habitat management, 
which may have an adverse impact on 
these species.    
 
 
 
 

 
Buffer strips on Back Brook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
This project will therefore seek to safeguard 
existing populations of water vole and 
enhance their habitat in Cheshire.   
 
The project will also benefit other protected 
species and habitats such as otter, lesser 
silver water beetle and reedbed. 
 
 

 
Buffer strips on the Gowy to prevent cattle poaching, siltation, and 
safeguard water vole habitat 

 
 
Several farmers across Cheshire have 
reacted positively to the farm visits, and we 
are hopeful of an increase in HLS 
applications. This will result in farmers 
receiving payments form Defra to create 
water vole habitat and enhance floodplain 
grazing marsh and wet grassland. This may 
also have flood risk benefits too, such as 
increased flood water storage. 
 
 
 

Duncan Revell, Biodiversity Officer 
Environment Agency 

 
 
 

FWAG Water Vole Project 


